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November 18, 2020 
 

Dear Families, 
  
Governor Cuomo announced today that Clarence is now located within an orange zone. This new 
designation forces all Clarence schools to close for in-person instruction. Therefore, we will need to 
pivot to fully remote instruction effective Monday, November 23, 2020. 
 

It is possible, but highly improbable, for the district to test back into opening schools for in-person 
instruction when designated in an orange zone. In order to do so, the district must ensure that no staff, 
faculty, or student attends in-person instruction on campus without first receiving a negative COVID-
19 test result taken after the closure of school. To reopen for in-person instruction, schools in red and 
orange zones must also complete an attestation that the in-person school population has been tested 
for COVID-19 and only individuals with a negative result are being permitted to return to campus.  
 

We do not believe we can secure consent for testing 100% of in-person staff, faculty, and students. If 
the rules for testing back to in-person learning from an orange zone designation change, we will 
provide an update on our plans. 
 

Once the orange zone designation is lifted, or if the Governor designates the district is in a yellow zone, 
we will resume in-person instruction. We have been approved as a COVID-19 testing center and we 
will receive the necessary tests on Friday to conduct testing of 20% of the in-person population, which 
is the standard for remaining open in a yellow zone. 
 

In our fully remote model, high school and middle school students will follow their daily schedules, 
including the half-day schedule on Wednesdays. At the elementary level, students will follow their 
AM/PM schedules for fully remote instruction. Building principals will send correspondence later this 
week clarifying schedules. 
 

School will be in session and students will have an opportunity to gather the materials they need for 
fully remote instruction over the next two days. In addition, our teachers will set the expectations for 
remote learning with their in-person classes this week. 
 

We will continue to provide information as the situation evolves.  We thank you for your patience and 
understanding. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Geoffrey M. Hicks, Ed.D. 
Superintendent 

http://www.clarenceschools.org/

